
 
 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
ROSEAU SWCD BOARD MEETING 

January 14, 2014 
 

The monthly Board Meeting was held Tuesday, January 14, 2014.  Chairman, John Gaukerud, called the 
meeting to order at 7:05 a.m.   Supervisors present: John Gaukerud, Marguerite Miller and Warren 
Ulvin, and Landon Olson arriving after Election of Offices.  District staff present:  Scott Johnson and 
Janine Lovold.   NRCS staff present: Casey Olson.  County Commissioner present: Mark Foldesi. 
 
Election of Offices 

• Chairman Gaukerud handed the Meeting over to District Manager Johnson for election of 
officer’s nomination for Chairman was called.  Johnson asked for a nomination for Chairman.  
Miller nominated John Gaukerud for Chairman, seconded by Ulvin and passed by unanimous 
vote.  Johnson then handed the meeting back to Gaukerud.  Gaukerud asked for a nomination 
for Vice-chairman.  Ulvin nominated Jay Estling for Vice-Chairman, seconded by Miller and 
passed by unanimous vote.  Gaukerud asked for a nomination for Treasurer.  Ulvin nominated 
Marguerite Miller for Secretary, seconded by Gaukerud and passed by unanimous vote.  
Gaukerud asked for a nomination for Treasurer.  Miller nominated Warren Ulvin for Secretary, 
seconded by Gaukerud and passed by unanimous vote. 

 
Employee Reports:  

District Manager Johnson 
• Attended Warroad Watershed meeting 
• Ag Inspector program vouchers were submitted to County Auditor for payment. 
• Eqip Training with NRCS staff. 
• Reports completed: MCIT payroll Audit, Pay Equity, Pera Annual Exclusion, Filed all 

State, Federal and Sales and Use reports. 
• W-2/W-3’s completed. 
• Tree plan 
• Year End Financial Statements started. 

 
Program Coordinator Lovold 

• A total of seven program reports have been submitted in eLINK.  Not all programs 
have spent funds, but they need to have a report submitted anyway. The reports have 
been posted on the Roseau SWCD website as required by the State. 

• The balance for FY 2013 State Cost Share is about $7407.15, which will need to be 
encumbered by June 30, 2014.  Any remaining funds will have to be sent back to the 
State 30 days after program expiration. 
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• The balance for FY 2013 Local Water Management is $9609.51.  The Roseau County 
Levy balance for this program is $795.13. 

• The balance for FY 2014 Conservation Delivery is $16,116.46. 
• The Envirothon sponsor letters have been sent out to Roseau County businesses.  

Have not heard what the Envirothon theme is this year. 
• Have been working on the WRWD minutes and posting them to WD website. 
 

Secretary’s Report:  
• A motion was made by Ulvin, seconded by Miller and passed by unanimous vote to 

approve the 2013 December minutes.    
 
Treasurer’s report:   

• A motion was made by Ulvin, seconded by Olson and passed by unanimous vote to 
approve the Treasurer’s report for December 2013. 

 
Supervisor Reports:   

• Supervisors had no reports.  
 
District Conservationist Report:        

• Olson reported that only EQIP and CSP are viable, because Congress had appropriated 
funding in December.  EQIP signup ends in February.  CSP signup originally was 
supposed to end this Friday, but has been extended to February 7.   

• A total of two Wetland Resource Protection (WRP) easements have been accepted.  One is 
in Polonia Twp, which TRWD is in the process of purchasing.  The other one is in Huss 
Twp, which owned by a private landowner.  Both easements are being legally surveyed 
now.    

• Area 1 now has hired a WRP specialist and engineer to help with flood retention in the 
Red River Valley.  Old CRP will be targeted for WRP. 

• Olson reviewed Civil Rights and the “Justice for All” poster with the Board of Supervisors 
and SWCD staff. 

• Dan Weber has been hired to fill Glen Kajewski’s former position at the Area Office.  His 
title is Assistant State Conservationist.  Mr. Weber had been working as a DC in Duluth. 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS:    

 
• None 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Tree Shed: 

• DNR requires a new copy of the Certificate of Liability from MCIT each year for the tree shed.  
Manager Johnson mailed the paperwork to DNR. 

 
 
Special Activity Assignment: 

• Miller agreed to be on assignment for the Technical Service Area 1 again.  Meetings are held 
quarterly in Ada, MN. 
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Board Meeting Date and Time: 
• The monthly board meeting date and time will be the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 

a.m. 
 

Supervisor Compensation Rate: 
• The rate will be $55.00 

 
Mileage Rate: 

• The rate will be 0.56 cents per mile maximum as allowed by the IRS. 
 
Spending Limits: 

• Maximum spending limits will be $200.00 for office supplies and $250.00 for vehicle expenses. 
 
Designate Depositories: 

• The depositories will be Citizens State Bank and Border State Bank. 
 
Per Diem: 

• The rate will be $38.00 per day. 
 
MOU: 

• A Joint Powers Agreement between Roseau County SWCD and Roseau County for the Wetland 
Conservation Act administration was reviewed and signed. 

 
The eight items above were approved on a motion made by Miller, seconded by Olson and passed by 
unanimous vote. 
 
W-4s: 

• New W-4 forms were distributed and signed by all Supervisors that were present for today’s 
meeting.   

 
MASWCD, NACD and Area 1 Dues:  

• 2014 MASWCD dues are $1966.50; NACD dues are $775.00; and Area 1 dues are $150.00.  A 
decision was made to not pay the NACD dues based on the reason that they did not support the 
resolutions that were passed during the 2013 MASWCD Annual Convention.  A motion to pay 
the dues, except for NACD, was made by Ulvin, seconded by Miller and passed by unanimous 
vote.  

 
MCIT Insurance: 

• The Insurance cost for property, general liabilities and public employees is $3161.00.  
Workmen’s Compensation is $650.00. The total is $3811.00 

 
A motion to pay the MCIT Insurance was made by Miller, seconded by Olson and passed by 
unanimous vote. 

 
Envirothon 

• The first Envirothon meeting is tomorrow, January 15 in Warren, MN.  
 
State Cost-Share: 

• A letter has been sent to a landowner, who still needs to pay for trees on his State Cost-Share 
Shelterbelt Practice.  The letter basically stated that the SWCD Books and the State Cost-Share 
Contract needed to be settled.  Trees had been planted and inspected. 
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 Flag Debt:   
• A letter has been send to a landowner, who needs to pay for flags.  The letter stated that the 

SWCD Books needed to be settled.  This landowner will not be able to obtain merchandise in 
the future unless he pays at the time as he has a record of erratic payments. 

   
WCA:   

• Has been in contact with Alan Truscinski and has talked with him about the next step, available 
options including a 33 ft easement.  Mr. Truscinski will be planting trees in the NW corner. 

• Have been in contact with Norval Parsley several times for his wetland bank.  A TEP panel will 
meet on January 23 to go over the wetland bank. 

 
Area 1 Employees Training Session: 

• The 2014 Employees Training Winter Session will be held February 11 – 12, 2014 at the 
Sportsman’s Lodge, Baudette, MN. 

 
Area 1 Host for MASWCD Convention: 

• Area 1 will be hosting the Annual MASWCD Convention this year.  A pre-meeting will be held 
during the Winter Session to get some ideas for topics and sessions. 

Other:  
• Dan Sather, Ameritas Insurance Agent, provided the SWCD a report about dental rate 

increases.  The increase will be around $30 more per month starting in March. 
 
Next Board Meeting Date:   

• The next meeting date was set for February 11, 2014 at 7:00 a.m.   
 
Adjournment:   

• The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 a.m. on a motion made by Olson, seconded by Ulvin and 
carried by unanimous vote.  

  
 
_________________________                   __________________________________ 
Approval Date       District Board of Supervisors Secretary 
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MINUTES 
ROSEAU SWCD BOARD MEETING 

March 11, 2014 
 

The monthly Board Meeting was held Tuesday, March 11, 2014.  Chairman, John 
Gaukerud, called the meeting to order at 7:06 a.m.   Supervisors present: Marguerite 
Miller, Warren Ulvin, John Gaukerud and Jay Estling.  District staff present:  Scott 
Johnson and Janine Lovold.   County Commissioner present: none.  NRCS staff present:  
Casey Olson. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  

• A motion was made by Ulvin, seconded by Miller and passed by unanimous vote to 
approve the 2014 February minutes.    

 
Treasurer’s report:   

• A motion was made by Miller, seconded by Estling and passed by unanimous vote 
to approve the Treasurer’s report for February 2014. 

 
Employee Reports:  
     District Manager Johnson 

• Winter Training Session- Inventory process 
• 2013 Year-End Financial Statements and reports are completed and submitted to 

the State Auditor and BWSR. 
• Monthly bills/books completed 
• Tree Invoices 
• CWMA work plan and budget 
• Warroad Watershed meeting 
• Roseau Watershed project work team meeting 
• Truscinski site review 
• District Ag Inspector’s meeting. 
• Ag Banking site. 

 
     Program Coordinator Lovold 

• Attended the Winter Training Session at Sportsmen’s Lodge, Baudette. 
• Worked on the newsletter, which is now at the printer.  The newsletter should be 

in the mail sometime in the next few weeks.  It can be accessed on our website.   
• Looked into the Long Lake Conservation Center website for the Outdoor Explorers 

Camp information. 
• Watched two webinar videos, which were about Conservation Drainage and 

Minnesota’s Ground Water and Surface Water: One Hydrosphere.   
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Supervisor Reports:   

• Supervisors had no reports.  
 
District Conservationist Report:        

• The NRCS had a teleconference on the new WRP, which is now under the 
Agriculture Conservation Easement Program (ACEP). Farm & Ranch Land 
Protection Program (FRPP), Grassland Reserve Program (GRP), and Wetlands 
Reserve Program (WRP) no longer exist. All programs are currently pending until 
the new rules are written due to the new farm bill.  

• The Grazing Specialist will be meeting with the DNR about grazing management on 
the Roseau WMA. Another grazing management practice will also be occurring on a 
site by Crookston.  

• Minnesota will be getting EQIP training this week. EQIP has funding for special 
initiatives such as seasonal high tunnels, honeybees, prairie potholes (keeping land 
in grass for 5 years vs the 3 traditional years, and Great Lakes (water quality on 
lands in great lakes region.  

• DC Olson also presented the Civil Rights poster and information. All present 
Supervisors signed a document stating that the Civil Rights information was 
reviewed and discussed. 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS:    

 
Envirothon Update:    

• Sponsors have contributed $735 for the 2014 Envirothon. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Cooperative Weed Management Grant (C14-3890) 

• The Roseau SWCD was awarded the 2014 Cooperative Weed Management Grant. 

The grant agreement was approved on a motion made by Estling, seconded by Miller and 
passed by unanimous vote.   

 
2013 Financial Statements 

• The financial information was reviewed and discussed. 

The 2013 financial statements were approved on a motion made by Miller, seconded by 
Estling and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Long Lake Conservation Camp Scholarships: 

• The cost for the two youth camper registrations will be the same as last year at 
$425 per person.   

 
Two scholarships for the 2014 Outdoor Explorers session were approved on a motion 
made by Ulvin, seconded by Miller and carried by unanimous vote. 

 
Newsletter: 

• The newsletter is currently at the printer and it will be in color this year.  Over 
2700 newsletters are being sent to Roseau County landowners and operators.   
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Soil Stewardship Materials:   

• The order will be sent in this Friday.  Materials requested by area churches and 
restaurants total $157 so far.  Additional orders are expected as the week 
progresses. 

A motion to pay for the Soil Stewardship materials that will be ordered on March 14 was 
approved on a motion made by Miller, seconded by Ulvin, and carried by unanimous vote. 
   
WCA:   

•  
 
SWCD Program Overview and Future Goals 

• An event for reviewing SWCD programs, future goals, explore project possibilities 
and current happenings in the districts was discussed and was thought to be a 
good idea.  District staff is to set up time, place, and provide information. 

 
One Watershed One Plan: 

• Lovold presented information provided by Peter Nelson, Water Planner from 
Pennington SWCD.  The Pennington SWCD is looking to apply for the One 
Watershed One Plan Pilot Program for both Thief River and Red Lake River 
watersheds.  Roseau County only has small portion of the Thief River watershed 
that totals about 1744 acres. Lovold has been asked by Pennington SWCD to talk 
with the County Commissioners.  The more support, the more likely that the 
application will be funded. 

 
Other:   

• A District Managers meeting will be held in Thief River Falls on Wednesday, March 
12.  The Area 1 disharmony will be discussed. 

 
Next Board Meeting Date:   

• The next meeting date was set for April 15, 2014 at 7:00 a.m.   
 
Adjournment:   

• The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 a.m. on a motion made by Estling, seconded 
by Olson and carried by unanimous vote.  

  
 
_________________________                   __________________________________ 
Approval Date       District Board of Supervisors Secretary 
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MINUTES 
ROSEAU SWCD BOARD MEETING 

April 15, 2014 
 

The monthly Board Meeting was held Tuesday, April 15, 2014.  Chairman, John 
Gaukerud, called the meeting to order at 7:05 a.m.   Supervisors present: Warren Ulvin, 
John Gaukerud, Jay Estling and Warren Ulvin.  District staff present:  Scott Johnson and 
Janine Lovold.   NRCS staff present:  Casey Olson. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  

• A motion was made by Ulvin, seconded by Olson and passed by unanimous vote to 
approve the 2014 March minutes.    

 
Treasurer’s report:   

• A motion was made by Ulvin, seconded by Estling and passed by unanimous vote 
to approve the Treasurer’s report for March 2014. 

 
Employee Reports:  
     District Manager Johnson 

• Attended a District Manager’s Meeting in Thief River Falls 
• Attended an Area 1 Supervisor and District Manager meeting in Fertile 
• Administered 7 Ag Applicator tests 
• Monthly Books/ Quarterly Reports 
• Truscinski Site Review 
• Warroad Watershed Mtg. 
• WCA – Technical Evaluation Panel on Ag Banking site.  Stallman site and possible 

new site 
• Biannual Budget Report/ BBR submitted to BWSR. 
• Tree Sales to Date.  13859 Sold.  10475 Remaining. 
• Expensed - $19782.15.  Revenues -$ 21734.75 

      
Program Coordinator Lovold 

• Attended the One Watershed One Plan meetings in Thief River Falls.  Went to the 
County Commissioner meeting to inform them about the Pilot Program for the One 
Watershed One Plan for the Red Lake watershed and the Thief River watershed.  
The County Commissioners will write a letter of support, but will only participate 
in the process minimally because the Thief River watershed area is less than 10% 
of the total area in Roseau County. 

• Had a teleconference with the MPCA regarding the 10X locations on the Roseau 
River for the upcoming monitoring in 2015 and 2016. 
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• Attended the Two Rivers Watershed District / MPCA Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC) meeting at Lake Bronson State Park.  This was an introductory meeting for 
the upcoming Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategies (WRAPs) process 
for the watershed.  A Public Advisory Committee meeting followed the TAC meeting 

• An Envirothon meeting will be held tomorrow at Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge.  
The Envirothon will be held April 23. Total sponsor donations for Roseau County a 
$810. 

• Worked on the Biennial Budget Request. 
• Sent out the Rainfall packets to our rainfall network. 
• Distributed the Soil Stewardship materials to participating area churches and 

restaurants. 
• Have been taking tree orders. 

 
Supervisor Reports:   

• Supervisor Gaukerud attended the Area 1 Supervisor Chair and District Manager 
meeting held in Fertile.  

 
District Conservationist Report:        

• There has been interest in the Honey Bee and the Prairie Pothole Wetland and 
Grassland Retention Initiatives for EQIP. 

• Wetland reviews will still be done through the Area Office and not the Field Office 
as stated at the District Conservationist Meeting held in St. Cloud. 

• CSP interviews will start next week. 
• Dustin Grabowska, CED, had mentioned that there may be a one year extension for 

CRP contracts that are expiring this year.  
• There is no funding for any programs right now, except CSP, until the new rules are 

written. 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS:    

 
Long Lake Conservation Camp:    

• No applications were submitted this year. 
 
Soil Stewardship 

• The total expenses for stewardship materials is $366.89, which was approved at 
the March Board Meeting contingent on the last few requests that would arrive 
towards the end of the week.  The cost would be funded by the District for $41.17 
and LWM for $366.89. 

 
SWCD Program Overview Location 

• The Program Overview was tabled until late fall. 
 
Newsletter and Postage 

• The following bills were approved on a motion made by Estling, seconded 
by Olson and passed by unanimous vote. 

 
Newsletter – Copy Kat Printing  Postage – Mail Presort 
$2117.72      $1186.29 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
State Cost Share Applications 

• The following applications were approved into contract on a motion made by 
Estling, seconded by Olson and passed by unanimous vote. 

 
Participant   Contract #            Practice 

 Paul Loe   2013-11  Farmstead Shelterbelt 
 Darield Moser   2013-12  Farmstead Shelterbelt 
 Mark Melby   2013-13  Farmstead Shelterbelt 
 Denny Dvergsten  2013-14  Farmstead Shelterbelt 
 Douglas Bischoff  2014-01  Field Windbreak 
 
Beaver Control Payment - LWM 

• The following bills were approved on a motion made by Estling, seconded by Olson 
and passed by unanimous vote. 

 
WRWD 
$595.83 
$108.25 

  $704.08 
 
Biennial Budget Request: 

• In lieu of the Annual Plan, the Biennial Budget Request (BBR) is now required by 
the State.  All SWCD grants that are received, NRBG, and potential competitive 
grant projects are being required or asked to be shown on the BBR along with 
background information and funding.  The BBR is due May 3. 

 
Fairbooth: 

• The Roseau SWCD received the Roseau County Fairbooth application in the mail 
for $150.  The application with fee was mailed.   

   
 
WCA:   

• Truscinski Site Review 
• WCA – TEP Panel review of Ag Banking Sites.  Stallman site and possible 

new site. 
 
Next Board Meeting Date:   

• The next meeting date was set for May 13, 2014 at 7:00 a.m.   
 
Adjournment:   

• The meeting was adjourned at 7:49 a.m. on a motion made by Estling, seconded 
by Olson and carried by unanimous vote.  

  
 
_________________________                   __________________________________ 
Approval Date       District Board of Supervisors Secretary 
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